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little remained beyond Croatia and Serbia proper. The Nazis favoured the
Croats at the expense of the Serbs, and included several Serbian areas in
the State of Croatia, where they established a puppet government under
Pavelic. A little later a revolt in Serbia led to the setting up of a similar
government in that State, with Nedic at its head.
Small units of the defeated Serbian army took to the mountains where
they conducted a resistance movement, which, in addition to being anti-
German was to some extent also anti-Croat. The Serbs had always had
great affection for Russia and the invasion of that country by Germany
gave added zeal to the resistance forces. At the same time the Communists,
who had their own underground military organization, were able to
exploit the pro-Russian feeling. Under the leadership of Joseph Broz,
afterwards known as Tito, they adopted the name of Partisans and sought
to co-operate with other Serbian nationalist groups, including die regular
and irregular army units under Mihailovic, known as Chetniks. This
alliance between the Communists and one who was regarded as a reaction-
ary, could not last long, and in November 1941 fighting broke out be-
tween the Chetniks and the Partisans. This naturally played into the
hands of the Germans who defeated both sets of resisters and executed
several thousand Serbs, including children. The Partisans then took to
the hills of Bosnia where they carried on guerrilla operations.
In the meantime, the initial popularity of the Germans in Croatia had
waned. Under Pavelic the semi-Fascist state of Croatia had depended
largely on a body known as the Ustash, originally an underground
organization formed to wrest independence from Serbia and to overthrow
King Alexander. Under Nazi influence the Government and the Ustash
committed atrocities on such a scale as to disgust many of the older
generations of patriots. The spirit of resistance to the Nazis grew rapidly,
but the bitter anti-Croatian feeling of the Chetniks made it impossible for
the Croats to join forces with Mihailovic. The Communists on the other
hand, though mainly Serbs, had for some time advocated unity between
the two peoples. Moreover, their general attitude appealed to the Croatian
peasant organization which itself had a revolutionary background, When,
therefore, in the middle of 1942 the Partisans began to appear in greater
numbers in Croatia, many Croatian peasants joined diem.
A tripartite struggle was now waged throughout the country between
Partisans, Chetniks and Germans. Mihailovic and his followers disliked
the Germans intensely but regarded the Partisans as the greater long-
term danger, and even went so far as to co-operate actively with the hated
Italians, who supplied Mihailovic with munitions and equipment, This